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“Do the best you can until you know better, then when you know better, do better.”  
- Maya Angelou  

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has taught us that schools are more than an educational institution. They’re the 
lifeblood of our community and at the center of who we are and strive to be. They’re not just for academic 
learning, but also for social-emotional well-being and safety. Lemont-Bromberek Combined School 
District 113A is dedicated to ensuring our students and staff return safely in-person to school for the 
2020-2021 school year, in accordance with guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education and the 
Illinois Department of Public Health.  
 
There is no doubt that this school year will look different than any before. Students learning in person in 
our school buildings will have many more restrictions and conditions than they are used to have. Still, we 
will focus on providing an environment that is caring, supportive, and compassionate, with the 
understanding that the health and wellbeing of our students, staff, and community is our highest priority.  
 
This reopening plan outlines the District 113A’s approach to returning our students to learning for the 
2020-2021 school year. These plans were developed with input from parents, staff, and administration. 
All data and input was shared with the District 113A Board of Education on July 13, 2020. The consensus 
of the Board was to make every attempt to return to full in-person learning, with the option for remote 
learning, to start the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
The Board of Education recognized the large class sizes as a concern of parents and staff and have 
authorized the use of short-term emergency funds to hire additional teaching staff to reduce the number of 
students in classes and to increase the ability to social distance. The administration has been engaged in 
developing plans and hiring additional staff in accordance with Board direction. With the additional 
resources and a portion of our families opting for remote learning, we are able to reduce our in-person 
class sizes from an average of 28-29 to 20-22 students. This allows us to achieve better social distancing 
in our classrooms.  
 
These plans can change at any time depending on the actions of the state and the nature of the virus. Our 
decisions were made based on the 2020-21 School Year Part 3 - Transition Joint Guidance from ISBE and 
IDPH, Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) Schools 
Guidance, and the American Academy of Pediatrics, as well as close examination of our local rates of 
infection and transmission of COVID-19.  
 
We will continue to work throughout the summer and into the school year to ensure we are meeting our 
priorities of safety, learning, and communication. We appreciate your support and guidance as we 
navigate our “new normal” together.  
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Anthony McConnell 
 
 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/schools-guidance
https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus/schools-guidance
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/


 

Guiding Principles 
We understand that information and the current status of COVID-19 cases fluctuate on a daily 
basis, and our plan must be flexible and agile to meet those needs. We have developed our plan 
knowing that we are unable to predict the future of COVID-19 cases in our community. 
However, we can rely on our guiding principles to help us navigate any future circumstances. 
The following guiding principles will be considered as we continue to update plans and make 
decisions about reopening our schools: 
 
1. Safety: Provide safe learning environments for our students and staff.  
 
2. Learning: Ensure all students receive instruction that meets Illinois State Learning Standards 
and provides necessary supports for success.  
 
3. Communication: Provide proactive and concise communication to all families, staff, and 
students. 
 
Illinois 5 Phase Recovery Plan 
The only reason we have been able to consider a return to in-person learning is due to the 
progress the state has made in reducing the spread of COVID-19. Currently, Illinois and our 
region is in Phase 4 of the state’s 5 Phase Recovery Plan. Depending on the spread of the virus, 
we could go back to Phase 3, which would likely require a complete transition back to remote 
learning. Below are descriptions of each of the phases of the state’s 5 Phase Recovery Plan: 
 

 
 
 
 



 

The five phases for each health region are as follows: 
 
Phase 1 – Rapid Spread: The rate of infection among those tested and the number of patients 
admitted to the hospital is high or rapidly increasing. Strict stay-at-home and social distancing 
guidelines are put in place and only essential businesses remain open. Every region has 
experienced this phase once already, and we could return to it if mitigation efforts are 
unsuccessful. 
 
Phase 2 – Flattening: The rate of infection among those tested and the number of patients 
admitted to the hospital beds and ICU beds increases at an ever slower rate, moving toward a flat 
and even a downward trajectory. Nonessential retail stores reopen for curb-side pickup and 
delivery. Illinoisans are directed to wear a face covering when outside the home and can begin 
enjoying additional outdoor activities like golf, boating and fishing while practicing social 
distancing. To varying degrees, every region is experiencing flattening as of early May. 
 
Phase 3 – Recovery: The rate of infection among those surveillance tested, the number of 
patients admitted to the hospital, and the number of patients needing ICU beds is stable or 
declining. Manufacturing, offices, retail, barbershops and salons can reopen to the public with 
capacity and other limits and safety precautions. Gatherings limited to 10 people or fewer are 
allowed. Face coverings and social distancing are the norm. 
 
Phase 4 – Revitalization: The rate of infection among those surveillance tested and the number 
of patients admitted to the hospital continues to decline. Gatherings of 50 people or fewer are 
allowed, restaurants and bars reopen, travel resumes, child care and schools reopen under 
guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health. Face coverings and social distancing are 
the norm. 
 
Phase 5 – Illinois Restored: With a vaccine or highly effective treatment widely available or the 
elimination of any new cases over a sustained period, the economy fully reopens with safety 
precautions continuing. Conventions, festivals and large events are permitted, and all businesses, 
schools and places of recreation can open with new safety guidance and procedures in place 
reflecting the lessons learned during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Input and Decision Making Process  
The District has been committed to making decisions about a return to school based on the input 
and direction of our school community. These decisions are beyond one person or group, and are 
the heart of collaborative governance.  
 
 



 

 
Staff Reopening Committee 
In May, a committee of staff members representing various job functions throughout the 
district—including teachers, nurses, bus drivers, maintenance staff, custodians, and 
paraprofessionals—was organized for the purpose of monitoring and analyzing guidance, and 
providing input and feedback on varying reopening approaches. This committee met over June 
and July to discuss reopening plans and address questions and concerns related to the guidance 
from the Illinois State Board of Education and the Illinois Department of Public Health, among 
others.  
 
Community Thought Exchange  
From June 23 to July 6, more than 500 participants shared over 600 thoughts and nearly 19,000 
ratings in response to the question: “What thoughts, questions, and ideas do you have as you 
think about a return to in-person schooling in District 113A this fall?” The input generated by the 
community was very helpful in the crafting of the District’s first Parent and Community FAQ, 
released July 7, 2020.  
 
Staff Survey  
From July 1 to July 6, 205 staff members completed a survey to provide their perspectives on 
returning to school. About 85% of staff indicated they had no issues related to health or age with 
returning to work. About 15% said they would need to discuss concerns with the district and/or 
their doctor.  
 
Staff were asked about a variety of models for returning to in-person learning they felt they could 
carry out successfully. About 71% indicated they could carry out a full-time return to learning 
successfully, while 70% indicated they could carry out a hybrid model successfully. About 60% 
indicated they could carry out a full remote learning approach successfully. Staff also had an 
opportunity to share open-ended thoughts about a return to school. The main concerns raised 
were large class sizes and a desire to have appropriate safety precautions and PPE.  
 
Parent Survey  
From July 8 to July 16, 1,349 parents responded to a parent survey and shared their perspectives 
on return to school approaches. Responses were distributed relatively evenly among the three 
schools and grade levels. About 54% of parents responded that it was their hope that school 
would resume completely in person; 34% of parents preferred a hybrid model. About 13% of 
parents preferred school to start in a full remote learning environment.  
 
 
 

https://www.sd113a.org/return-to-school-info/parent-and-community-faq


 

Board of Education  
On July 13, Dr. Anthony McConnell shared the feedback from staff and parents with the District 
113A Board of Education. After deliberation and discussion, a consensus was reached to make 
attempts to return to full in-person learning while offering families choosing not to attend 
in-person a remote learning option. After the July 13 Board meeting, administration began 
planning a return to in-person learning, along with a remote learning option. 
 
On July 17, the general outline of plans was shared with staff and parents. Parents were asked to 
complete an opt-in form for remote learning by Wednesday July 22, at midnight. Since then, the 
Illinois State Board of Education has advised that parents may opt into remote learning at any 
time.  
 
General Information  

Executive Order 2020-40, issued June 4, 2020, allowed schools to 
reopen for in-person instruction beginning in Phase 4. On June 26, 
the state Illinois moved into Phase 4 based on a variety of public 
health metrics.  
 
On June 23, the State Board of Education released the Part 3 - 
Transition Joint Guidance for reopening schools, which 
encouraged schools to reopen for in-person learning for all 
students, but especially for children under age 13.  
 
For schools to comply, there are certain measures that must be in 
place such as:  
 
 • Require use of appropriate personal protective equipment 
(PPE), including mandatory face coverings.  
 
• Prohibit more than 50 individuals from gathering in one space.  
 
• Require social distancing be observed, as much as possible.  
 
• Require that schools conduct symptom screenings and 
temperature checks or require that individuals self-certify that 
they are free of symptoms before entering school buildings. 
 
• Require an increase in school-wide cleaning and disinfection. 

 
 
 

https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/Executive-Orders/ExecutiveOrder2020-40.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf


 

Parameters for  
District 113A 

1. Schools will be open with Illinois Department of Health 
(IDPH)-approved safety guidance. 

2. As mandated by the Illinois State Board of Education, face coverings 
will be required throughout the day. 

3. Face coverings must fully cover the mouth and nose, and the covering 
must fit snugly against the sides of the face with no gaps. 

4. If a student provides a verified document from a physician that cites a 
medical reason not to wear a face covering, we will work with those 
families in partnership with our legal counsel to ensure the highest 
level of compliance with the guidance of the health department. 

5. Parents are asked to self-certify that their children are fever and 
symptom free before boarding a school bus or being dropped off at 
school. Temperature and symptom checks will be conducted again 
when students arrive at school. 

6. Class sizes will be reduced as much as possible by using all spaces in 
the school and repurposing and adding staff.  

7. No more than 50 people are allowed in one space. 
8. D113A’s Return-To-Learning Plan will provide two options for 

learning:  
 
• Full Time In-Person Learning  
 
• Full Time Remote Learning (5 Hours of student learning time 
for grades 1-8 and 2.5 hours for Pre-K and Kindergarten) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Health and  
Safety 

● Parents will need to take a temperature reading and check for COVID-19 
symptoms each day before sending a child to school. Parents will be 
asked to self-certify. 

● Staff members will take their temperature and self-certify they are 
symptom free before reporting to work.  

● District 113A considers a fever to be 100 degrees or above.  
● By sending your child to school or reporting to work, you are certifying 

the following 
○ 1. The student/employee does not have a fever over 100 degrees.  
○ 2. The student/employee does not have any of the following 

symptoms related to COVID-19. 
■ Fever or chills 
■ Cough 
■ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
■ Fatigue 
■ Muscle or body aches 
■ Headache 
■ New loss of taste or smell 
■ Sore throat 
■ Congestion or runny nose 
■ Nausea or vomiting 
■ Diarrhea 

● In addition to self-certification, all students will have a temperature and 
symptom check when they arrive at school.  

● If a student has a temperature at school or is showing symptoms of 
COVID-19, they will be isolated to a separate location, parents/guardians 
will be informed and they will leave school immediately.  

● If there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 within the school, notification 
will be provided to inform parents if their child was in "close contact" 
(less than six feet of distance for 15 minutes or more) with the infected 
individual. Mandatory quarantine will be enforced for those students and 
staff who were in close contact.  

● Individuals with a temperature over 100 degrees or other COVID-19 
related symptoms will need to do one of the following:  

○ Quarantine until 14 days have passed since the onset of the 
symptoms and have had more than 72 hours of being fever free. 

○ Have a confirmed negative COVID-19 test prior to returning to 
school (results must be shared with the school office and nurse). 

○ Be fever-free without the use of medicine for at least 72 hours 
and have documentation that the symptoms (such as a runny 
nose) are due to a non-COVID related condition. 



 

 
Hygiene and  
Sanitation 

● The school will provide two cloth face masks for students and staff. 
Disposable masks will also be on hand at all schools in the event a 
student forgets his/her face covering at home. Students and staff can also 
bring their own face mask as long as it meets the guidelines.  

● Regular breaks for students to remove their masks in a safe location will 
be provided throughout the day.  

● Hand sanitizer will be located in every classroom and in hallways. 
Students will be required to wash their hands throughout the day.  

● Students should bring a water bottle to school to be filled at water filling 
stations. Drinking fountains will be turned off. 

● High-touch surfaces will be cleaned throughout the day. 
● Buses will be cleaned between each run. 
● School buildings will be sanitized daily.  

 

Transportation 
● Buses will be limited to no more than 50 students. 
● Buses will be sanitized between runs. 
● Masks must be worn on buses. 
● Self-certification that a child is temperature and symptom free must be 

conducted prior to boarding a school bus.  
 

Sport and  
Activities 

● Off-campus field trips and off campus extracurricular activities are 
canceled until further notice. 

● Clubs and activities are cancelled until further notice.  
● The SDEAA & IESA (as of 7/24) has canceled all fall sports. 

Determinations will be made at a later date about winter and spring 
sports.  

Childcare 
● Before- and after-school care is being provided by Right at School. You 

may find more information about their services at this website. 

 

https://rightatschool.com/districts/lemont-bromberek-il/


 

 
Parameters of Instruction for Remote Learning and In-Person Learning 

District 113A is committed to implementing the ISBE Phase 3 guidance to every extent possible. 

Remote Learning  In-Person Learning 

Length of Day  

● 5 clock hours of learning daily. ● Regular school days and hours. 

Format  

● Learning at home that will consist of 
both synchronous and asynchronous 
activities.  

● Synchronous: Live instruction 
interacting with students and teachers 
via Zoom or Google Meets. 

● Asynchronous: Occurring on student’s 
own time (recorded lessons, 
assignments, independent work time). 

● Live in-person learning at school. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf


 

Remote Learning  In-Person Learning 

Staffing 

● Students are assigned to a District 
113A teacher that will teach and 
facilitate in a remote learning 
environment.  

● Students attend school and have a 
classroom teacher(s). 

Curriculum  

● Implementation of District 113A grade 
level curriculum.  

● Illinois Learning Standards aligned to 
remote instruction. 

● Assessments will be administered and 
adapted for remote learning.  

● Teachers will assess students regularly 
for progress. 

● Parents/guardians will receive 
communication from their child’s 
remote learning teacher(s). 

● Social-emotional learning will be 
adapted for the remote learning 
environment.  

● Implementation of District 113A grade 
level curriculum.  

● Illinois Learning Standards aligned to 
in-person instruction. 

● Assessment will be administered in 
alignment to in-person instruction.  

● Teachers will assess students regularly 
for progress. 

● Parents/guardians will receive 
communication from their child’s 
in-person learning teacher(s). 

● Social-emotional learning will be 
implemented for the in-person 
environment.  

Technology  

● All students will receive a school 
issued device.  

● Mobile hotspots will be provided for 
families that need a Wi-Fi connection.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● No shared devices or technology will 
be used for any grade level. Students 
will have their own devices issued.  



 

                    Remote Learning  In-Person Learning 

Classrooms 

● Parents/guardians should consider 
creating a dedicated space in the home 
for remote learning instruction and 
activities. 

● Home learning spaces should be free 
of noise and distraction to the extent 
possible. 

● Consider keeping school supplies and 
other items of need in home learning 
spaces.  

● Core curricular materials (books, etc.) 
that are used for in-person learning 
will be provided for students to utilize 
remotely. 

● Desks/tables will be organized to 
maximize distance between students.  

● Desks/tables will face one direction in 
the classroom.  

● Students will have assigned seats and 
individual workspaces. 

● Students will use individual supplies 
and not share them. 

● Students report directly to the 
classroom each day. Lockers will not 
be utilized in any school building.  

● Elementary students will stay in 
classrooms as much as possible. 

● Students receiving accelerated math 
will regroup for instruction.  

● Art, music, and specials teachers will 
travel to the classrooms.  

● Middle school students will be in 
cohorts within their grade level. 

● Middle school teachers will travel to 
students.  

● Some students will be regrouped for 
specialized instruction such as 
advanced math and ELA or student 
services.  

● Classrooms will be cleared of 
non-essential furniture.  

● Areas that have previously been art 
rooms, music rooms, etc may be 
utilized as classrooms to reduce the 
number of people in each classroom.  

● Classes may occur outside when 
weather permits.  

● Hand sanitizer and surface area 
cleaning supplies will be available in 
classrooms. 

● Time will be built into classroom 
schedules for hygiene practices and 
breaks. 

● Classrooms and common areas will be 
cleaned frequently throughout the day. 



 

 

Remote Learning  In-Person Learning 

Lunch 

● Lunch at home 
● Remote learning students that qualify 

for free/reduced lunch will have the 
option to pick up meals from schools 
on a weekly basis.  

● Lunches will be primarily eaten in the 
classroom and outside when possible.  

● Classrooms with students that have 
allergies may eat in the cafeteria, 
gymnasium, or other space to ensure 
the classroom is allergen free.  

● No more than 50 students will be in a 
space at any given time.  

● Students will be spread out as much as 
possible to maximize distancing.  

● Parents/guardians are encouraged to 
send simple lunch items that are easy 
to open and consume and are likely to 
result in less clean up. 

● Lunch will be served at school and 
delivered to classrooms. Menu items 
will be reduced and selected based on 
ability to reduce clean up.  

 

Specials/PE 

● Prioritization will be given to core 
subject instruction in reading, math, 
social science, and science.  

● Specials will take place in the grade 
level classroom, teachers will move, 
not students.  

● Physical education will take place in a 
variety of locations if necessary 
including the gymnasium, outdoor 
spaces, and classroom with 
modifications.  

● Band class will be held with 
appropriate distancing. There will be 
no band at River Valley to start the 
year. 

● Full group rehearsals (band, choir) 
will not be held at this time. 

● Students at Old Quarry will not 
change for PE so no PE uniform is 
needed. Please send students in 



 

athletic footwear.  

 
Remote Learning  

 
In-Person Learning 

Recess/Outdoor Breaks 

● Students are encouraged to go outside 
for regular activity. 

● Students in grades Preschool-5 will 
have daily recess, weather permitting.  

● Oakwood and River Valley will 
develop a staggered recess schedule.  

● Students in grades 6-8 will take breaks 
outside everyday when weather 
permits.  

● Whenever possible, classes may be 
held outside.  

● Students may remove their masks 
during outdoor recess while remaining 
physically distant.  

● Playground equipment will be 
restricted until further notice.  

● Blacktop and open spaces will be 
utilized for outside activities. 

● Students will sanitize hands upon 
reentry to the building. 

Grading and Feedback 

● Student work will be assessed and 
graded.  

● Teachers will update parents on 
student work and progress.  

● Report cards will be issued.  
● Teachers will determine 

assessment/assignment submission 
and practices for class. 

● Parent-teacher conferences conducted 
virtually. 

● Student work will be assessed and 
graded.  

● Teachers will update parents on 
student work and progress.  

● Report cards will be issued.  
● Teachers will determine 

assessment/assignment submission 
and practices for class. 

● Parent-teacher conferences conducted 
virtually. 

 
Remote Learning  

 
In-Person Learning 

Students with Special Needs 

● D113A will work with students and 
families to ensure appropriate learning 

● Students with specific learning needs 
will receive their services as outlined 



 

opportunities for students with specific 
learning needs (e.g. students with IEPs 
or English language learners). 

● When appropriate, accommodations 
will be provided and/or modifications 
may be made by teachers or case 
managers consistent with the student’s 
IEP goals and identified needs.  

● The Director of Student Services and 
Case Managers will work with 
families for any needed modifications 
to IEPs/504s for the remote learning 
environment.  

● Related service providers will review 
student needs and determine options 
for providing related service support. 

 
 

in their individual plans on-site in the 
school environment.  

● Students with IEPs/504s will be 
provided accommodations indicated 
on their current plans.  

● EL services will be provided as 
appropriate per the student’s learning 
needs.  

● Interventions will be provided based 
on a student's learning needs.  

● Students may leave classrooms and 
work in small groups with an EL or 
special services teacher as appropriate.  

 

  
 


