What is Use “Fix-Up” Strategies?

[Monitor/Clarify]
Good readers are aware of when they understand and when they don’t. If they have trouble understanding specific words, phrases, or longer passages, they use a wide range of problem-solving strategies.
[image: image1.wmf]STUDENT DEFINITION:  

When I don’t understand what I read, I do certain things to make sure that I understand before I continue reading.
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Activities that Support 
This Strategy
Some ways to encourage your child to monitor and repair comprehension when meaning starts to break down include:
·  Notice when understanding is lost  
· Stop and go back to clarify thinking.  
· Reread  to enhance understanding
· Read ahead to clarify meaning
· Identify and talk about what is confusing about the text
When your child comes to a word he                                         or she doesn’t know, encourage your child to:
Identify which words he or she has trouble reading

Use a “Fix-Up” Strategy

· Use phonics, letter sounds or patterns

· Look at the illustrations for clues

· Break the word into parts to find a smaller word that is familiar

· Read to the end of the sentence or paragraph to see if that helps 

Check for Meaning

· When you figure out the word, reread it in the sentence

· Does the sentence make sense? 
Books that Encourage 

Use “Fix-Up” Strategies
(Monitor/Clarify)
Your child should read daily from a wide variety of genres, both fiction and nonfiction text at his or her independent reading level. The opportunity to practice comprehension strategies is crucial in the development of a proficient reader. 
Proficient readers monitor their comprehension and use “fix-up” strategies when breakdowns in understanding occur.
[image: image3.wmf]Note:  As students are learning to use comprehension strategies, reading aloud or sharing the reading is more appropriate than having your child read the entire text  aloud 
or independently. 
