What is Synthesizing?

Good readers monitor the overall meaning and themes in the text as they read and are aware of the ways text elements fit together to create that overall meaning.  Good readers actively revise their thinking as they read.  It is the sum of information from the text, other relevant texts and the reader’s background knowledge, ideas, and opinions produced in an original way. 
[image: image1.wmf]STUDENT DEFINITION:  

I summarize what I read and I ask what does this mean to me?
[image: image2.wmf]
Activities that Support 

This Strategy

Start by helping your child retell the most important parts of a story and then pare it down to a simple summary.  A synthesis occurs as you summarize what has happened and what it means to you.

Model what’s important to remember in the books you read together.  Stop now and then while reading with your child to considers what’s important to remember. Tell your child what you think is important and why, and then ask your child, what does that mean to you?

Mark with a sticky note the places you think are most important.  When finished reading, look through the sticky notes and organize what was read to make it meaningful.  Sift through the facts and identify what is most important.  With your child add your own thinking as summarize to formulate new meaning. 

Write in margins why you think something is important.

Books that Encourage 

Synthesizing

Practice synthesizing by looking at books they have already read where they couldn’t stop thinking about it because it made a strong impression on them.
 This strategy works with either fiction or non-fiction texts.  Begin to read the text aloud.

* As you read, react to the text by writing comments in the margin. (or use post-its)
* Talk  about  the authors ideas. Write if you agree or disagree.
* Guess at meanings of words which are unfamiliar to you. Write your guesses in the margins.
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Note:  As students are learning to use comprehension strategies, reading aloud or sharing the reading is more appropriate than having your child read the entire text  aloud 
or independently. 
